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SUBJ: GOC AND QUEBEC LABELLING REGULATIONS 
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I. EXTAFE ADVISED EMBASSY THAT MEETING REQUESTED ON 
LABELLING REQUIREMENTS FOR WHOLESALE CONTAINERS WILL BE 
ARRANGED IN NEAR FUTURE.DELAY DUE ABSENCE KAY OFFICIALS 
DURING VACATION SEASON. 

II. MEANWHILE, PROVINCE OF QUEBEC RELEASED DRAET ADVER- 
TISING AND LABELLING REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO QUEBEC 
OFEICIAL LANGUAGE ACT ON AUG 20 IN OFEICIAL GAZETTE NO. 31. 
PROVINCAIL GOVT WILL RECEIVE COMMENTS ON DRAFT REGS EOR 
90 DAY PERIOD. QUEBEC GAZETTE NO. 31 COVERS REGS RESPECTING 
(A) PUBLIC SIGNS AND ADVERTISEMENTS IN WRITING AND (B) 
LANGUAGE OE LABELLING. THESE REGS ESSENTIALLY CITE THE EEW 
EXEMPTIONS FROM THE REQUIRED USE OE FRENCH. 

III. EXCEPTIONS OF SIGNIFICANCE TO INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE 
APPEARS TO BE: A. SIGNS AND ADVERTISING: 
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1. VEHICLES REGISTERED INSIDE AND OUTSIDE QUEBEC BUT WITH 
HOME BASE AND MAIN TRAVELS OUTSIDE QUEBEC: PUBLIC SIGNS AND 
ADS MAY BE IN ONE OR SEVERAL LANGUAGES OTHER THAN FRENCH 
WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT MESSAGES INTENDED TO ENSURE PRO- 
TECTION OR SAFETY OF PERSONS OR GOOD, WHICH MUST ALSO APPEAR 
IN FRENCH. TRANSPORT ASPECTS OF THIS REGULATION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS ARE CONTAINED IN OTTAWA 3339. 

2. ALSO EXEMPT: NAME OF COUNTRY OF ORIGIN AND TRADE MARKS ON 
PRODUCTS, AND WORDS WITH NO FRENCH EQUIVALENT, NAMES OE FIRMS 
OF WHICH NO FRENCH VERSION EXISTS. 

3. COMMERCIAL MESSAGES IN CATALOGS, BROCHURES ETC., ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO BE IN FRENCH BUT MUST BE DISTRIBUTED ONLY TO 
PERSONS REQUESTING NON-FRENCH VERSION (I.E. ENGLISH) IN 
WRITING. 

B. LABELS - 

1 . THE WORD LABEL MEANS ANY WRAPPING IN WHICH PRODUCT CON- 
TAINED OR WRAPPED; ALSO TAGS OR CARDS ATTACHED. 

2. LABELS, WARRANTY CERTIFICATES AND DIRECTIONS ON 
PRODUCTS MUST BE IN FRENCH. EXEMPTED ARE PRODUCTS MADE 
OUTSIDE CANADA WHICH ARE IN LIMITED USE AND NO VALID 
CANADIAN SUBSTITUTE READILY AVAILABLE. 

3. EOOD PRODUCTS SPECIFICALLY REQUIRED TO BE LABELLED IN 
FRENCH EXCEPT IN CASE OF PERISHABLE EOODS DURING NATURAL 
DISASTERS. 

4. INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS SHIPPED IN BULK AND INTENDED TO 
BE INCORPORATED IN A FINISHED PRODUCT NEED NOT HAVE 
FRENCH LABELS AND DIRECTIONS. 

IV. QUEBEC OFFICIALS HAVE CALLED ON PRIVATE CITIZENS TO 

HELP ENFORCE VIOLATIONS OF LANGUAGE ACT. BUSINESS 

CONTACTS IN MONTREAL TOLD AGATT RECENTLY THAT PRACTICE OF QUEBEC 

GOVERNMENT IS TO REWARD INEORMANTS WITH PAYMENT OF ONE 

HALF OF RESULTING FINE COLLECTED. 
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V. EMBASSY OFFICIALS WILL RAISE QUESTION OF QUEBEC REGS 
IN MEETING WITH GOC. EMBASSY BELIEVES USG SHOULD 
REGISTER CONCERN OVER QUEBEC REGS THRU EXTAEF. WOULD 
APPRECIATE DEPT COMMENTS AND GUIDANCE RE QUEBEC REGS. 

VI. EMBASSY COMMENTS: 

FEDERAL LAW ALREADY REQUIRES BILINGUAL LABELLING OF CON- 
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SUMER PRODUCTS (EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 1976). HOWEVER, RECENT 
INDICATIONS SUGGEST THAT NOW THAT QUEBEC DRAFT REGS ARE 
KNOWN, GOC WILL ACCOMMODATE THESE BY CHANGING FEDERAL REGS 
TO COVER VARIOUS WHOLESALE CONTAINERS, ETC. 

AGRICULTURE CANADA IS KNOWN TO BE OPPOSED TO REQUIRED 
BILINGUAL LABELLING WHOESALE CONTAINERS FOR FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES BECAUSE OF IMPACT ON OWN INDUSTRY. 

FOR US THIS WOULD AFFECT $60 MIL IN FRESH CITRUS; $100 
MIL OTHER FRESH FRUIT; $24 MIL FRESH TOMATORES AND $21 MIL 
FRESH LETTUCE, TO CITE A FEW COMMODITIES THAT WOULD BE 
REQUIRED TO HAVE CONTENTS AND STORAGE INSTRUCTIONS PRINTED 
IN FRENCH. 

ALSO THESE QUESTIONS ARISE; 

ARE CONTAINER VANS CONSIDERED CONTAINERS? WILL COTTON 
BALES HAVE TO BE LABELLED COTON? WILL US INSPECTION 
CERTIFICATES BE QUIRED TO BE IN FRENCH? 

EMBASSY POUCHING COPIES GAZETTE NO. 31 BY AIRGRAM 
TO EUR/CAN, FAS/USDA AND USDOC. 

JOHNSON 
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